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Plague at Bio de Janeiro — Immunizing injections. 

Bio de Janeieo, Beazil, June 16, 1900. 

Sie : The plague at present time shows a tendency to increase rather 
than to decline or even remain stationary. The authorities, after 
declaring the existence of plague, have not been successful in the meas- 
ures that they adopted preventing its spread. 

In addition to what I stated in my last report, I am now able to fur- 
nish the following figures : Since May 6, the date on which the existence 
of the plague became known to the sanitary authorities, up to the 31st of 
that month there were 63 cases, of which 18 have been fatal, 11 patients 
dying in the hospital and 7 in their residences. 

The ulterior progress of the disease is shown by the following state- 
ment: 
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Therefore, since May 6 up to June 13 there have been 141 cases and 
50 deaths, and 37 patients died in the hospital and 13 patients at their 
residences ; 64 patients are still undergoing treatment, and 27 are con- 
valescents. 

All cases reported are subjected to bacteriological examination, and 
only those in which the germ is discovered are classified as plague. 

A good, convenient, and sure method of examination is the following : 
The respective matter, extracted from the patients by means of a 
Pravaz syringe, is placed on a cover-glass, dried and immersed in a solu- 
tion of alcohol and ether, part aq., and then colored with the follow- 
ing substance: Phenic acid, 1 part; saturated alcoholic solution of 
gentian (violet), 10 parts; aq. distillaba, 100 parts. Prom 20 to 30 
drops are mixed with 30 parts water. 

The cases which up to the present have been observed have occurred 
among the lower classes. There has been, however, 1 patient belonging 
to the higher class of society; this patient died with a characteristic 
form of intestinal plague. On that occasion the director of the board 
of health stated that the treatment of cases of plague at the residences 
of patients would be permitted only in instances in which it is possible 
to thus provide for the complete isolation of the patients, the building, 
the nurses, etc. 

The other cases of deaths of patients at their residences were in 
instances in which the disease was diagnosed too late for removal to 
the isolation hospital. 

So great is the dread of removal to the isolation hospital of the other 
sanitary measures that suspected cases are with great reluctance reported 
by the families of the patients, and in many instances very ingenious 
stratagems have been adopted for evading the action of the sanitary 
authorities. 

A large number of applications have been made for immunization 
injections, and no less than 10,000 persons have already availed them- 
selves of Dr. Terni's method. Up to the present, in spite of insidious 
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opposition, no disagreeable circumstance has occurred. In one instance, 
it is true, a person who had been vaccinated was taken ill, but it has 
been ascertained that at the time of the vaccination he was already 
infected. The disease in his case assumed a very mild character. 

The public school in the city have been closed. At Campo Grande, 
which is two hours distant by railway from this city, there have been 2 
cases, and at Nictheroy, which is just across the bay, there have also been 
2 cases of plague. 

Dispatch. 

In order to keep you informed of the spread of the plague, I sent you 
on the 9th instant the following telegram : Since May 6 there have been 
106 cases and 31 deaths. Daily average, 6 cases. 

Eespectfully, W. Havelburg, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, IT. S. M. E. S. 
The Surgeon- General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

BRITISH HONDURAS. 
Report from Belize. 

Belize, British Honduras, June 29, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to forward herewith the weekly report of the 
registrar-general: One death, as you observe, resulted from dysentery; 
there have been several cases of this malady about the town, but this 
is the first fatal case reported. The New York steamer Themis, Ander- 
son, arrived in this port yesterday morning and cleared last night ; 1 
passenger from this place to New York. The steamer Breakwater, 
Bivara, cleared for New Orleans to-day ; 3 passengers, 7 pieces of bag- 
gage disinfected. 

Eespectfully, Norwood K. Vance, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. E. S. 
The Surgeon- General, 

77. S. Marine-Eospital Service. 

[Inclosure.] 
List of deaths registered in the town of Belize from the Std instant to date. 

' Belize, June SS, 1900. 
Certified by medical practioner — 

Acute dysentery* 1 

Concussion of spine* 1 

Morbus cordis*. 1 

Puerperal eclampsia ••• 1 

Certified by district commissioner or police 

Certified by coroner 

Uncertified 

Total 4 

* Died in hospital. 

A. K. Young, 
Registrar-General. 



